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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to Applicant's RCE filed on 01/30/2009. 

2. Claims 1-34 are currently pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being anticipated by Carr et 
al US 2004/0049401 A1. 

As per claims 1-5 and 7-34 Carr discloses a method of age verification in connection 

with retail sales, the method comprising of: 

A machine data reader (or machine-readable), the machine data reader associated 
with a verification component that determines age-related data information at least on 
part upon encoded data on an identification card read (or data encoded on a driver's 
license) by the machine data reader, and a component that relays the age-related 
information to a point-of-sale system in a format that is compatible with the point-of-sale 
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system. Applicant's newly added limitation wherein said the machine data reader 
containing a verification component that decodes the encoded data, extracts the age- 
related data information, and generates a data string compatible with a point-of-sale is 
also disclosed by Carr specifically page 3, [0059] (see., abstract, page 2, [0045], page 

3, [0059], page 5, [0085], page 8, specification). 

Applicant's newly added limitation of comparing the age-related data information to a 
current date. It is the Examiner's principal position that Carr discloses this limitation in 
page 3, [0059], specifically wherein said the customer can show the card to a web cam 
associated with a point-of-sale terminal, the customer also presents a driver's license to 
demonstrate age. The web cam captures optically-encoded data, and the terminal 
decodes same. 

As per claim 6 Carr discloses the claimed limitation wherein the point-of-sale system 
comprising a display unit that displays the age-related data (see., page 5, [0085]). 
Please note that it is inherent to realize that the machine readable data on the card also 
includes the age-related data. 

5. Claims 1-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being anticipated by Rogers 
US 2003/0178487 A1. 

As per claims 1-34 Rogers discloses a system for vending products and services using 
consumer identification Id or a driver's license into a point-of-sale terminal, the system 
comprising: 
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A machine data reader, the machine data reader associated with a verification 
component that determines age-related data information at least on part upon encoded 
data on an identification card read the machine data reader, and a component that 
relays the age-related information to a point-of-sale system in a format that is 
compatible with the point-of-sale system. Applicant's newly added limitation wherein 
said the machine data reader containing a verification component that decodes the 
encoded data, extracts the age-related data information, and generates a data string 
compatible with a point-of-sale is also disclosed by Rogers, specifically paragraph 0005, 
0009, 0010, 0012, 0052. As per Applicant's newly added limitation of comparing the 
age-related data information to a current date. It is the Examiner's principal position that 
Rogers discloses this limitation in paragraph 0060, 0065, 0473. 

RESPONSE TO ARGUMENTS 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to calismi -34 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Pierre E. Elisca whose telephone number is 571 272 
6706. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 to 5:00. Hoteler. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Fischer can be reached on 571 272 6779. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/ Pierre E. Elisca/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3621 



